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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

The amendment to claim 1 filed April 10. 2006 has been accepted. The 35 
U.S.C 112 second paragraph rejection has been withdrawn. Claims 1, 2, and 4-8 are 
pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Dooley et 
al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication published November 18, 2004; filed May 16, 
2003). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 
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Regarding claim 1, Dooley et al. (hereafter Dooley) teach a method of 
manufacturing a trim panel assembly for the interior of a vehicle having integrated trim 
panel component(s) (Title, Abstract, Figure 1) comprising the steps: providing a die 
including a pair of die halves cooperating to define a mold cavity to form an interior trim 
panel, at least one of said die halves including a surface within the mold cavity defining 
a class A-surface and one of the die halves including a plurality of recesses in the cavity 
having a predetermined shape (paragraphs [0030-0031]); placing at least one trim panel 
component having a class A-side surface that is visible from the interior of a vehicle and 
a contact surface into said corresponding recess within the mold cavity (paragraphs 
[0030-0031); injecting a molten thermoplastic material into the mold cavity to form a 
rigid substrate and define a class A-side surface that is visible from the interior of a 
vehicle (paragraphs [0027, 0030-0031) where the injection pressure of the molten 
thermoplastic injected into the die is less than the maximum clamp pressure of the die 
(paragraph [0014]) and bonding the molten thermoplastic material to the contact surface 
of the at least one trim panel component within the mold cavity while the rigid substrate 
is being formed thereby forming a vehicle interior trim panel assembly having at least 
one integrated trim panel component (paragraphs [0014, 0031]). 

It is noted that the coverstock material having an exposed surface that is visible 
from the interior of a vehicle constitutes a class A-surface (paragraphs [0005-0006]). 

As to claim 2, Dooley teaches the material is left to cure within the mold cavity to 
form a finished molded interior trim panel (paragraph [0032]) and the molded interior 
trim panel is removed from the mold cavity (Figure 1). 
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As to claims 4 and 5, Dooley teaches the step of closing the dies permits the 
contact surface of the trim panel to operatively engage the molten thermoplastic 
material and that the temperature of the injected material is less controlled at a 
temperature less than the melting point of the contact surface of the trim panel 
component (paragraph [0031]). 

As to claim 6, Dooley teaches a method that includes placing a trim panel 
component having at least one surface visible to a vehicle interior into the 
corresponding recess within the mold cavity and matching the visible surface of the trim 
panel to the A-surface of the mold cavity (paragraph [0031]). 

As to claims 7 and 8, the method taught by Dooley is such that the bond line is 
not visible along the A-surface of the formed rigid substrate and the bond is formed 
along a similar plane to provide a compact bond line reveal (paragraph [0023]; Figure 
2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the Invention was made. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 

alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Brodi Jr. et a! (U.S. Patent 

Application Publication 2001/0028131; published October 11, 2001) 
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Regarding claim 1, Brodi Jr. et al. (hereafter Brodi) teach a method of 
manufacturing a trim panel assembly for the interior of a vehicle having integrated trim 
panel component(s) (Title, Abstract. Figure 1) comprising the steps: providing a die 
including a pair of die halves cooperating to define a mold cavity to form an interior trim 
panel, at least one of said die halves including a surface within the mold cavity defining 
a class A-surface and one of the die halves including a plurality of recesses in the cavity 
having a predetermined shape (Figure 2, elements 32 & 34 - die halves, paragraph 
[0022]); placing at least one trim panel component having a class A-side surface that is 
visible from the interior of a vehicle and a contact surface into said corresponding 
recess within the mold cavity (paragraph [0022]); closing the die halves (Figure 6; 
paragraphs [0022-0023]); injecting a molten thermoplastic material into the mold cavity 
to form a rigid substrate and define a class A-side surface that is visible from the interior 
of a vehicle (paragraphs [0022-0024]) where the injection pressure of the molten 
thermoplastic injected into the die is inherently less than the maximum clamp pressure 
of the die in order to assure the process is operative and does not damage/destroy the 
die; and bonding the molten thermoplastic material to the contact surface of the at least 
one trim panel component within the mold cavity while the rigid substrate is being 
formed thereby forming a vehicle interior trim panel assembly having at least one 
integrated trim panel component (Figure 4 in view of Figure 3 showing the injected 
thermoplastic material being injected and bonding to the trim blank and plastic trim 
panel component). 
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It is noted that the trim blank is placed into the die cavity and is either pressed 
into the recesses of the cavity or is preformed in advance and placed into the recesses 
of the cavity. It is further noted that the combination of the trim blank (26) and the 
plastic that is deposited by extrusion form the trim panel component as exemplified in 
Figures 3, 5, and 6. The formation of the trim panel component is followed by a single 
injection-molding step that forms a rigid substrate and bonds the rigid substrate to the 
trim panel component and forms an integrated trim panel (paragraph [0020]). 

Alternatively, it would have been prima facie obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the claimed invention to set the injection pressure of the molten 
thermoplastic injected into the die to a pressure less than the maximum clamp pressure 
of the die in order to assure the process is operative and does not damage/destroy the 
die. As such the claimed invention as a whole is rendered prima facie obvious over the 
teaching of the prior art 

As to claim 2, Brodi teaches cooling the mold, opening the mold, and removing 
the molded interior trim particle (paragraph [0023]). The materially is intrinsically cured 
during this process. 

As to claims 4 and 5, Brodi teaches the step of closing the dies permits the 
contact surface of the trim panel to operatively engage the molten thermoplastic 
material (Figure 4 and Figure 7). Further, the temperature of the injected material would 
be intrinsically controlled at a temperature less than the melting point of the contact 
surface (paragraphs [0020 and 0023-0025]) to ensure the trim panel component is not 
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damaged or loses its aestlietic qualities. Further, the temperature of the injected 
material would be readily optimized as is routinely practiced in the art. 

As to claim 6, Brodi teaches a method that includes placing a trim panel 
component having at least one surface visible to a vehicle interior into the 
corresponding recess within the mold cavity and matching the visible surface of the trim 
panel to the A-surface of the mold cavity (paragraph [0022]; Figure 2). 

As to claims 7 and 8, the blade (48), the recess (46) and the slide (42) work to 
minimize the bond line such that it Is not visible along the A-surface of the formed rigid 
substrate and form the bond along a similar plane to provide a compact bond line reveal 
(paragraphs [0009, 0022]). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed March 27, 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

The Rao et al. (U.S. Patent 5,414,037) reference is withdrawn in view of the 
clarification to the claims resulting from the amendment to claim 1 in response to the 35 
use 112 second paragraph rejection. The reference is no longer needed to meet the 
currently understood limitations of the claims. 

Regarding, Brodi et al. (U.S. Patent 6,838,027), applicant argues that Brodi et al. 
do not disclose placing a trim panel component into a recess within a mold cavity and 
injecting a thermoplastic material into the mold cavity to bond the component to the 
injected molten thermoplastic material to form a vehicle interior trim panel assembly 
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having at least one integrated trim panel (page 6 of REMARKS). Applicant further 
argues that Brodi et al. fail to teach fomiing a trim panel substrate from a single injection 
of molten thermoplastic material (page 9 of REMARKS). The examiner does not concur 
with these arguments for the reasons detailed In the rejection above. 

Regarding Dooley et al. (U.S. Patent Application 2004/0229013; now U.S. Patent 
7,005,092), applicant argues that Dooley et al. do not place a trim panel component into 
a recess within a mold cavity (page 7 of REMARKS) and that the trim panel does not 
include a Class-A side, but provides a coverstock having an exposed surface that is 
visible from the interior of a vehicle (page 11 of REMARKS). The examiner does not 
concur with these arguments for the reasons detailed in the rejection above. 

Further, since the clarifying amendment resulted in the elimination of secondary 
references from the previous office action, all discussions and arguments relating to a 
lack of motivation to combine references are moot. 



Conclusion 

All claims are rejected. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeff Wollschlager whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8937. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:00 - 4:45, 
alternating Fridays. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina Johnson can be reached on 571-272-1176. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



3"0 



Jeff Wollschlager 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1732 




May 24, 2006 



